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Congratulations go to the Mullenger Family of Kyneton, Victoria. Their colt ñDominion Park 

Statesmanò won Supreme Led Clydesdale Exhibit at the Royal Melbourne Horse Show 
2011, Werribee Park National Equestrian Centre. Photo taken by Kathryn Potempski, 

Dreamscope Photography . More photographs can be seen at: 
http://www.dreamscopephotography.co m/  

http://seagull.redbubble.com/  

 
 PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
Since our last Newsletter Victoria has gone from drought to heavy rain and floods, my commiserations 

go to the members that have been inundated  with water in and around their properties and to those 
who have prepared for showing then at the last moment  shows needing to be cancelled.  

I would like to pass on my condolences to the Weavers family for the sad passing of Dave. Dave 

Weavers was, right up until his passing away was a stalwart of the Clydesdale Society I had many great 
conversations with Dave at the Benalla driving days, about his memories of showing from when he first 

started in the show ring  
It is with great pride that the Clydesdale an d Heavy Horse Heritage Festival ran a ñsecond chance ringò 

in memory of Dave and sponsored by the Weavers family. It was lovely to see Daveôs wife and 
daughter present the ribbons to the winners.   
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At the last Clydesdale Committee meeting it was shown how much prices have risen and the cost of 
running an organization such as the Clydesdale society increased over the years. After a long discussion 

on what money was coming in for example: members subs from Federal, money from promotions, the 

Heavy Horse Festival and sponsorship, it was found that to produce the newsletter and the Year book 
and to be able to prevent the society from reducing the resources in the term deposit, it has been 

decided that there be a charge of $20.00 on the Year book. This will cover  the cost of printing and 
postage. Entry forms for the purchase of the books will be sent out to all members by our society 

secretary. 
I would like to thank all the members who gave their time in November to attend Equitana horse 

spectacular at the show grounds, a special thanks to Alan Clarke and David who displayed Alanôs horse 

on two days of the event, takings of the promotional material was good and the publicity that the 
Society and the Clydesdale breed received was exceptional. The Clydesdale and Heavy Horse Heritage 

Festival has just successfully concluded and it continues to grow both in numbers and strength. Thank 
you to all the committee and volunteers for their support. Many people put in a huge amount of work 

and commitment to run this spectacula r show. 

 
 Robert Ronzio 

 President 

 
The Editorôs Word. 

 
Thank you for the positive feedback to my first Newsletter.  You let me know your thoughts and provided many 

suggestions for the future. I will endeavour to incorporate them in future newsletter editi ons.  

 
Please contact me for anything you would like to have printed in the Newsletter. You can forward it via email: 

ronmathy@hotmail.com or you can contact me on telephone no: 03 59886366 or by my mobile: 0419  378 028.  

 
The Victorian Branch of the Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse Society is only too pleased to advertise your event or 

business in future and ongoing Newsletters. 
 

Advertising can be done at a small cost of:  

$25 for ¼ page.  
$50 for ½ page.  

& $75 for a full page.  
 

If you wish to adver tise a Business or a Service the Advertisement will be published for a full year in the 

Newsletter.   
 

We are happy to include these in our Newsletter. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Sam Pate the Secretary of 
the C.C.H.S.  

As we continue trying to provide you with interesting and valuable information, the cost of printing this Newsletter is 

significantly increasing. Therefore I would like to ask each and every one of you for your e -mail address. That is if you 
have one. If we could send as many Newsletters electronically, this would assist in keeping the printing costs down. 

Please either phone or e-mail me either way to advise your email address. As a bonus you will receive the Newsletter 
in colour. I know that many of you may not have a computer or  an e-mail address. I will still mail out to you your 

copy of the Newsletter. If we could reduce costs and ensure that every member has access to the Newsletter then all 
is good.  

mailto:ronmathy@hotmail.com
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This will only work if to our mutual benefit if you contact me to advise yo ur e-mail address. In some instances many 
families receive multiple copies; you may choose to let me know if you as a family are happy to receive just one copy 

as well. 

 
There have been a number of big events recently. Including the Melbourne Summer Royal Horse Show and the 

Clydesdale & Heavy Horse Heritage Festival. Both events were truly amazing. Our big horses, both in led and harness 
remain a visual delight and spectacular. 

 
Congratulations to all winners and placegetters and thank you to all the hard w orking people who put these events 

together.  

 
 I would also like to take this opportunity to send condolences to the Weaver family on the recent sad passing of 

Dave, a life member of CCHS. 
 

There are a number of wonderful events coming up for the Clydesdale and Heavy Horse enthusiast. Details are in this 

Newsletter. So enjoy reading this newsletter.  
 

We hope to see you all at the forthcoming Shows, Exhibitions, Auctions, Training Days and Competitions. 
  

Please keep those adverts, articles etc. coming in. The dead line for our next Newsletter will be 1st June, 2011. 
Remember it is YOUR Newsletter . 
.                                                                                                                  

Best Wishes 

Mathy  
Mathy Hyder 

Editor 
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The Victorian Branch of the CCHS wish to advise all member that if you wish to advertise in the 2011 Year book, then 

you must have filled in and completed the below form and sent it to Sam Pate, Secretary of the Victorian CCHS. 
Please contact Sa m on: PO Box 261, Kilmore VIC 3764 secretary@clydesdalesvic.org.au Phone/Fax: 

(03) 5782 -1298 www.clydesdalesvic.org.au  

 

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR THIS IS 30
th

  March 2011. 

No Exception 
 

2011 YEAR BOOK ï ADVERTISING BOOKING FORM 
Advertiser Name:__________________________________________________________________  
Advertisement Options (please tick one box only)  

 Half page black & white ($60)  

 Full page black & white ($80)  

 Full page colour ($200)  

 Inside cover (front or back) black & white ($110)*  

 Inside cover (front or back) colour ($250)*  

* Bookings for cover space should be confirmed verbally with Secretary before submitting form. These options are 
limited and may already be taken.  
2011 Advertisement  

 Please use the same advertisement as 2010  

 A new advertisement will be submitted to Secretary by 30
th 

March 2011  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________________________  

 
 

 
ALL Cheques are to be made payable to CCHS Vic Branch  

Full payment and artwork required with return of this booking form no later than 30
th 

March 2011 to;  
Mrs S Pate  

CCHS Vic Branch Secretary  
PO Box 261  

Kilmore VIC 3764  
 

NO bookings or artwork will be accepted without payment  
 

NO bookings will be accepted after 30
th 

March 2011 
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Clydesdale Education Opportunity 

  

Members and other interested people who wish to develop their knowledge of Clydesdale 

conformation, showing, judging and working are invited to attend the Dandenong 

Heritage Foal Show in May and speak with Federal Judge and breeder, Matthew Trewin, 

who will be ringside and available to answer questions.  

  

Please register your interest with Matthew at matt.trewin@gmail.com or 0400804802 
 

 

 

      
 

mailto:matt.trewin@gmail.com
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Do you love Clydesdales? Do you love music? If so then this may be of interest to 
you!!!!!! 
At the following website you can purchase online or contact them via the telephone 
(Just remember you will be ringing Scotland) the following CD: 

 

 

Various Artists -  Gentle Giants (A Celebration Of The Clydesdale Horse In Song) 
(CD) 

CDTRAX271 (released December 2004) 

category: compilations 
17 tracks: The Last Trip Home (Davy Steele) * Heavy Horses and David and Goliath (Robin Laing) * Baron of 
Buchlyvie (Ken Campbell) * Prince and Jeannie (Tam Reid) * The Last Clydesdales (Jack Beck) * The Plooin' 

http://www.greentrax.com/music/artists/category/compilations/?phpMyAdmin=91fd763757467026d39830c8430dc679


 7 

Match  (Jock Duncan) * The Day When The Horses Come Back (Matt Armour) * Hector and Bessie (Alan Reid) 
* Samson and Delilah (Chris Rogers) * Gone Are The Strong Ones (Christine Kydd) * Waiting For You (Tom 
Clelland) * Champion (Billy Stewart) * Last of Your Line (Dave Gibb) * Boxer (John Malcolm) * The Dying 
Ploughboy (Isla St Clair) * The Clydesdale Horse (Primary 4, Biggar Primary School).  

A collection of songs on the specific subject of the 'gentle giants' -  Clydesdale horses -  sadly no longer part of 
the rural scene.  
The project is produced by Robin Laing and consists of previously recorded songs plus others specially recorded 
and engineered by Davie Scott for the project.  
This is a remarkable celebration of the Clydesdale. 

Buy direct from Greentrax (website: www.greentrax.com) enter the title, gentle giants into the 
search button & follow the instructions. If you are interested in purchasing this CD and unable to 
access the internet let me know and I might be able to assist you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Training Day for juniors & New Members  

 òExpressions of interest are invited for a ó Training Day for juniors and new members. The Vic 

branch of CCHS is keen to offer  this opportunity this year.  So a training day for juniors and new  

mem bers is on the planner at Louise Beerõs property. People  interested  should contact Louise  on 

54285221. This  training session  would include preparation, plaiting, show etiquette and general 
confirmation of the horse.  

(Editor note) :  This is a  good an opport unity to meet with Louise  and gain some insight and skill. 

Louise is highly regarded within the Clydesdale world. This is a chance to ask all those questions 

and learn from a highly successful breeder of Clydesdales and Renowned  Federal, State Senior 

Judge  and highly successful exhibitor.  

 

 Please remember The  Sydney Royal Easter Show 
Judging days for the heavy breeds & info is available on their website: 

www.eastershow.com.au 
 

 

2011 Royal Melbourne Horse Show Results: 

261 Best Presented Clydesdale (Led). (Special)   

1 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

2 709 - Kardinia Clydesdale Stud: VALMONT LIBERTY (Owned By D & J Wiltshire)   

3 654 - J C & P A Mullenger: DOMINION PARK STATESMAN   

4 644 - Mrs M Hyder: VALMONT MOONRISE ECLIPSE   

263 Clydesdales Colt, 2 And 3 Years.  

1 654 - J C & P A Mullenger: DOMINION PARK STATESMAN   

http://www.greentrax.com/
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265 Clydesdales Mare (Dry or Broodmare), 4 Years Or Over.  

1 644 - Mrs M Hyder: VALMONT MOONRISE ECLIPSE   

2 231 - Ms C M Chandler: BEEREEGA CONTESSA   

3 798 - Ms K Lidgard: SAVANA RUBY (Owned By Karyn Lidgard)   

267 Clydesdales Filly, 2 Years.  

1 108 - Beereega Clydesdale Stud: BEEREEGA CASABLANCA (Owned By Beereega Clydesdale Stud)   

2 562 - Mr B Hamblin: TOOLLEEN CLARISA   

268 Clydesdale Filly, 1 Year.  

1 1123 - Mr Robert & Mrs Thelma Ronzio: TALOUMBI LODGE HIGHLAND LASS   

2 110 - Beereega Clydesdale Stud: BEEREEGA LADY CHARLESTON   

3 709 - Kardinia Clydesdale Stud: VALMONT LIBERTY (Owned By D & J Wiltshire)   

4 189 - Ms T Butler: KILFANE ROXANNA (Owned By Terri Butler & Geoff Peters)   

5 190 - Ms T Butler: TERRA-LYN VICTORIA (Owned By Terri Butler & Geoff Peters)   

270 Clydesdales Gelding, 3 To 6 Years.  

1 232 - Ms C M Chandler: SIMMIE ALED   

271 Clydesdale Gelding, 7 Years And Over.  

1 561 - Mr B Hamblin: BEEREEGA SAMBELL   

2 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

152S Champion Led Clydesdale Stallion Or Colt.  

1 654 - J C & P A Mullenger: DOMINION PARK STATESMAN   

154S Champion Led Clydesdale Mare Or Filly.  

1 1123 - Mr Robert & Mrs Thelma Ronzio: TALOUMBI LODGE HIGHLAND LASS   

155S Reserve Champion Led Clydesdale Mare Or Filly.  

1 644 - Mrs M Hyder: VALMONT MOONRISE ECLIPSE   

156S Champion Led Clydesdale Gelding.  

1 561 - Mr B Hamblin: BEEREEGA SAMBELL   

157S Reserve Champion Led Clydesdale Gelding.  

1 232 - Ms C M Chandler: SIMMIE ALED   

158S Supreme Champion Led Clydesdale.  

1 Mullenger Familyôs Dominion Park Statesman. Pictured below.  
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HEAVY HARNESS RESULTS: 

273 Driven In Reins.  

1 231 - Ms C M Chandler: BEEREEGA CONTESSA   

2 561 - Mr B Hamblin: BEEREEGA SAMBELL   

3 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

4 232 - Ms C M Chandler: SIMMIE ALED   

275 Single Delivery Horse, 4 Wheel Vehicle.  

1 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

277 Turnout, Single Horse.  

1 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

159S Champion Heavy Harness Delivery Horse.  

1 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

160S Reserve Champion Heavy Harness Delivery Horse.  

1 231 - Ms C M Chandler: BEEREEGA CONTESSA   

161S Champion Heavy Harness Turnout.  

1 1039 - David & Val Perkins: MURROKA CECIL (Owned By Val Perkins)   

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events to note in your diary & to participate in:  

 

The Castlemaine Foal Show, Sunday 1st  May 2011. enquires to Debbie Hamilton on  03 5472 

4375  

 

The Dandenong Scottish Heritage Day  Sunday 29 th  May 2011 enquiries to Judy Haynes on  

9547 8210 
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The Benalla Driving Day, Sunday, 14 th  May, 2011 enquiries to Anne Hillis on 03 5768 2322  

 

The Heathcote Driving Day , Sunday, 7 th  August, 2011 enquiries to Bruce Hamblin  03 5433 

6243  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rushworth Easter Heritage Festival | Moora Working 

Draught  Horse Muster  
Easter Saturday 23

rd
 April & Sunday 24

th
 April, 2011 

ñA truly wonderful family weekend!!!!. Where else can you go to see the biggest gathering of 
Clydesdales & Draught horses  in Victoria ? 
Last year there were over 48 horses in the ñStreet Paradeò in the Township of Rushworthò & on the 
Easter Sunday at nearby Moora the whole day was a  wonderful opportunity to see & experience 
different activities & demonstrations involving the horses & their handlers. There is an opportunity to 
ñbecome involved in  some of the activitiesò. Ask lots of questions  & only imagine what it must have 
been like all those years ago.  
Apparently many of the handlers & their horses make camp at Moora on Good Friday & early the next 
day they traditionally make their way in Dr ays, wagons, carts & Gypsy Vans to Rushworth to parade. 
What A sight!!! ò 
As this  very familiar saying highlights:  
ñDo yourself  a favour & go!  Do your Family a favour & take them ! Do your Ho rse a favour and get him 
there to show off!  Do the Rushworth Festi val C ommittee a favour & give them your support!  But most 
importantly let ôs get behind this event  & all the other events  that promote the Clyd esdale  & heavy 
horse  breeds?ò 

EVENTS ON EASTER SATURDAY - 23RD APRIL 2011  

Starts 9am Finishes approx. 3pm  

MARKET 

Starting at 9am there will be numerous market stalls selling a wide variety of goods.   Many of these products will be 
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original and home made. The market stalls will be positioned down the grass section of the heritage -listed High 

Street. 

Performing throughout the event are a variety of country and western singers to keep your toes tapping.  

LIONS WOOD AUCTION  

The Lions Wood and Produce Auction has been active for many years.  It provides funds for the Lions to distribute to 
various local organisations and charity.   Trailer loads of wood are cut from the Rushworth Forest and can be delivered 

to your door (locally) on the Saturday.   Locals also provide hay and other fodder to be sold at this time.   The 
auction starts at 10am on Hilders Block -  cnr. of Moora and School Rd.  

JAMIESON'S RUN ANIMAL FARM  

Children love to see little animals close up.  They get the chance to stroke and feel them, to hear the noises they 
make and to have you take photographs of them with their favourite.   For a small amount you can also purchase a 

bag of food for feeding the animals.   Entry to the animal farm will be free but  visitor numbers will be controlled   by 

the animal handlers. The animal farm will open at 10am and be  situated just off High Street, by the side of 
the Library and Community hub.   

CHILDRENS' EASTER EGG HUNT  

At 11.30am the Easter Egg Hunt will take place in the Rushworth Community House Garden , which is up 
the incline of High Street (there will be signs).   The Community Garden is a beautiful place where volunteers grow 

fruit, vegetables and native plants for everyone to enjoy.   Hidden around this garden will be many, many little Easter 
eggs for your youngster to find.  

CHILDRENS' ACTIVITIES  

There will be a roving magician to amaze both children and adults, a jumping castle, facepainting and other 
entertainment.  

FREE BUS TO GO TO MINERS VILLAGE AND EUCULYPTUS FARM  

David Barton's re-constructed miners cottage and shed has so much to interest you and David himself, is a mine of 

information about how life was lived around this area back in the gold -mining days. He also has farming implements 
that he can explain how they were used. There is a $2 entry fee.  

Jones' Eucalyptus  Still  is a working still that, despite it s age, turns out excellent high grade eucy oil, much prized 

by locals and those in the know.  This is your chance to see it fired up and working.  

The bus will leave from the side of the Rotunda (opposite the Service Station) in High Street at regular inter vals. 

GRAND PARADE - 1pm High St.  

They have so many entrants for this parade they have split it in two.   The first part consists of horses and any  
other animals.    

The working draught horses drive through the forest from Moora to take pride of place with t heir carts, stagecoach, 
carriages and wagons.  A magnificent sight which gives many photo opportunities.  

http://www.jamiesonsrunonline.com.au/
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The second part of the parade is for vehicles and floats .  This year the theme for floats is 'Our Sunburnt 

Country'.     

 

The second parade will have farm vehicles, old and new, vintage cars, restored cars and this year we will also have 
representatives of the Singer Car Club. 

At the head of the second part of the parade is Rushworth's very own Steam Traction Engine  which is in 

excellent working order and is seen at various times of the year tootling around the High Street.  

 

Easter Sunday -  AT MOORA RECREATION RESERVE  10AM - 3PM  

This day is one of the biggest Working Draught Horse events in Australia.  See them working the land like they used 
to and get up close and personal with these gentle giants. Great opportunity to get some unique photographs.  

The ev ents of this Easter Sunday are held at Moora , 7km west of 

Rushworth.   The Goulburn Valley Arabian Horse Club organise this 

wonderful display as part of the Rushworth Easter Festival.   

   
Entry to the Moora Racecourse Reserve is:  

$5 adult, $3 pensioner/student $1 child  

Besides the horses and their demonstrations there are also other heritage 
activities and crafts to see. 

BLACKSMITH'S FORGE  
Watch horse shoes being made and fitted.  See the strength needed to 

http://rushwortheasterfestival.org.au/location
http://www.freewebs.com/goulburnvalleyarabianhorseclub/
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wrought the iron.  

FENCE AND POST MAKING  
Before chainsaws everything was done by hand.  The double handed saw, the axe and the adze.  Members of an old 

Rushworth family will show how it was done.   Beautiful solid timber garden furniture will also be on show.  

 
 
VINTAGE GAMES FO R CHILDREN  

Introduce your children and grand -children to the sack race, egg and spoon race and other games.  Also there will be 
a tug-of-war between a draught horse and a team of children - bet we know who wins!  

STAGE COACH HOLD-UP 

See a re-enactment of a stage coach hold-up.  Will the bushrangers succeed or will the police rescue the passengers? 
 

COACH RIDES  
Ride in a genuine stage coach.  It must have been so uncomfortable over a long distace.   This is a great opportunity 

to experience travel in the 19th century. 

 

Moora Origins  

At one stage Moora was bigger than Rushworth at it's beginnings.  Now you would hardly know it wa s there.  But it 
has an interesting history.  

The hamlet of Moora originally came into being as a coach stop for travellers.   John Mathieson built the original Moora 

hotel of 42 rooms with the help of his brother in approximately 1859.  
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John had arrived in Australia from California goldfield in 1853, and he was the hotel proprietor for over 30 years.   In 
his later years until his death he was the pound keeper and was known for his veterinary knowledge.  

The Moora hotel commonly known as Mathiesons provided accommodation for coach passengers to and from 

Runneymede (now the Elmore district) through Rushworth to Murchison.   Another route serviced by the hotel was 

through the Whroo and Graytown goldfields, before heading for Heathcote and Bendigo.  

The 1850s saw Chinese market gardens established at Moora, and Clydesdale horses were bred in the area by the 
óBedwellsô from the 1870s.  Stallion fees ranged from two pounds ten to ten guineas.  

Wood from the Moora area was hauled by drays and it was not uncommon to see a few parked by the hotel.   Later in 
the 1890s the traction engine took over the job of hauling some of the wood.  

Questions of the day were debated at Moora regarding federation, irrigation and the ónew womenô etc. During the 

1890s Depression, hare and rabbit drives were organised to send meat to distressed families in Melbourne.  

Contact:  If you cannot find the information you require on our menu then please choose from the 

following list.  

Email:  rushwortheaster@yahoo.com  

Parade and Horse Co -ordinator: Marilyn óMazô Thomas 03 58561405 or Peter Horgan 03 5856 1274. 

 

Location  

Rushworth is 182 km north of Melbourne.   Driving time is approx. 2hrs.  

From Melbourne drive up the Hume Highway, turn onto  the Goulburn Valley Highway at Seymour, take a left turn to 

get to Murchison, over the bridge and right at the roundabout.   Now you are on the Murchison-Bendigo Road, 
continue on this road, past Waranga Basin and you will come to Rushworth. 

Reference in the RACV Vicroads Country Street Directory of Victoria 4th ed. is: 45 J3 
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SALE - Horse Drawn Vehicles, Harness & Horses 

 
Sunday March 20th 2011 

Starting time 10am   

Entries NOW being taken 
óPeppercorn Parkô 230 Oaklands Road, Oaklands Junction, VIC 3063 

Melways Ref page 177 J4 
Items already include:  A selection of heavy and light vehicles in original and restored condition, 

heavy & light harness sets ï pairs, single, team, show and work, carriage lamps, whips, collars, hames, 
winkers etc, vehicle parts ï shafts, wheels, hardware.  Also sundries including rugs, saddlery, farrier 
equipment.  We are also taking entries for quality horses any breed or discipline.  
Our 2010 sale was a great success with over 700 lots and an estimated crowd of 400+ people . This sale 
provides a great venue for driving enthusiasts wishing to buy or sell quality items at one location. For 
further information please contact us   secretary@vtdhg.org.au or view our website www.vtdhg.org.au for a 
full listing/photos 2 weeks prior to sale 

Contact: John Mullenger 03 54221256 or 0412 700 068 

Terms: Sales Commission 5% 

$50 booking fee (non refundable) 

10% buyers premium 

Number system ID, Cash or Cheque 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This incident was brought to my attention just recently and at the request of the person who did not want to be 
identified I have omitted their name but the issue is worthy of comment from all Clydesdale enthusiasts: 

mailto:%20secretary@vtdhg.org.au
http://www.vtdhg.org.au/
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