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Editor’s Report 

So it seems Summer is pulling out all the moves this year with it being 

cold enough to light the fire one week then a wave of over forties the 

next. Hopefully this edition of SFTHM finds everyone safe and fire free. 

There are some big events coming up in the next few months which we 

look forward to seeing many of you at. Please keep your eye on the 

website to download schedules and relevant entry forms. For those 

unable to exhibit at the Heavy Horse Festival in February but still 

planning on attending, we are seeking ring stewards– please contact 

Rob Ronzio on  03 9746 1488 or 0408 534 881 if you can assist. 

A CCHS Vic Branch meeting was recently held with the majority of 

discussion focused on the 2014 Royal Melbourne Show – this year we 

will celebrate 100 Years of Clydesdale Champions at the RMS. If anyone 

has any old photos, favourite memories of past shows or stories that 

have been passed down through generations, we would love to share 

them with other members.     

If your in your local newsagents, keep an eye out for the Jan/Feb 2014 

issue of the Town and Country Farmer – it features a four page article 

on Clydesdales in Australia written by Wendy Elks, with photos courtesy 

of CCHS Vic member Louise Scott. If you’re interested but havent been 

able to track down a copy contact the magazine at 

admin@tacfarmer.com.au or on 03 5792 1314.  

Although it may seem like I’m jumping the gun putting Sydney Show 

dates in, I thought this would be a timely reminder for anyone that is 

keen to go along as a spectator to book flights and accomodation. 

Contact the Melbourne RASV, as in the past there’s been a reciprocal 

ticket arrangement for Sydney Show made available to RASV members.  

Denia J   

Straight from the 
Horseõs Mouth 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

February 

Sun 16th        Barastoc Horse 

of the Year - Harness Only 

(Werribee Park) 

Sat 22nd        Rochester Show 

22nd & 23rd  National Heavy 

Horse Festival (Werribee 

Park) 

Fri 28th (6pm)          Warragul                             

Show (Working draught) 

March 

Sat 1st  Warragul Show 

Sun 30th  Gippsland 

Harness Show – Harness 

Only 

April  

Sun 13th            Sydney Royal 

Easter Show – Led 

Mon 14th          Sydney Royal 

Easter Show - Harness  
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With 100 years of Clydesdales at the Royal Melbourne Show approaching in 2014, I thought this would be a 

good chance to spark people’s interest in where the breed we know today started in Victoria. If you have 

photos or memorabilia start collecting! It would be great to show them off to fellow members – email 

clydesdalesvic@gmail.com for inclusion on the website or SFTHM – with a goal to create a display at the 

2014 Royal Melbourne Show.  

I thought I would combine 

this edition’s memorabilia 

with a plug for the 

Clydesdale Sweepstakes 

competition held at the 

Royal Melbourne Show 

each year. This is a copy of 

the 1914 RMS catalogue 

advertising the 

Sweepstakes competition 

planned for 1915.  

In a nutshell, the 

sweepstakes promotes 

the leading sires of our 

breed based on their 

progeny with the aim of 

improving the quality of 

the working horse. 

Sweepstakes classes run 

for colts and fillies up to 3 

year of age but they have 

to have competed as a 

yearling to quailify for 

entry in the 2 & 3 year old 

old sweepstakes. Prizes 

are awarded not only to 

class winners, but also to 

the person who 

nominated the sire of the 

most successful yearling 

colt or filly.  

If you wish to participate in the sweepstakes, you must ensure the sire of your yearling has been 

nominated – sire nomination forms will be available in the newsletter and online, or feel free to contact 

me.  

A step back in timeé 
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Fire ready?… I don’t think anyone could say they were 100% ready for a fire regardless of how meticulous 

their fire survival plan is. With fires north of Melbourne in recent weeks this edition comes as a timely 

reminder to ensure you have thought out your fire survival plan, especially when you have stock to 

consider along with your family and home. CFA has published an online advisory note regarding Horses and 

Bushfires which can be found at the following link: http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/horses-and-

bushfires/  

In short, their recommendations include:  

¶ A large open paddock with sparse vegetation and a dam is ideal – if your property consists of a 

series of smaller paddocks open gates to create a larger free space 

¶ Remove all rugs and tack on hire fire danger days 

¶ Brands and microchips are recommended for identification purposes 

¶ Don’t let horses out onto roads  

Horses suffering burns require prompt veterinary attention. Sponge affected areas with cold water and if 

legs are affected try standing them in buckets of water. Anti-inflammatories such as phenylbutazone will 

provide pain relief and reduce swelling. Topical wound ointments such as flamazine are antibacterial and 

aid in wound healing.   

 

 

 

 

Now’s the time to consider your Clydesdale Yearbook 

advert for 2014. Last year’s publication was very successful 

with copies being sold all over Australia and internationally. 

This continues to be a great resource for promoting your 

stud/business and advertisement costs will remain 

unchanged for 2014. Lodging an advertisement in the 

Yearbook also includes a free online listing on the Victorian 

Branch website (www.clydesdalesvic.org.au). 

Keep your eye on the newsletter for a yearbook advertising 

form. Submissions are due at the end of March and prices 

vary depending on your request for colour/black & white 

and the size of the ad.  

  

Being fire readyé 
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Although off to a shaky start, this summer has certainly shaped up to be a blistering one. While this is the 

peak season for getting your horse’s worm burden under control, there are a number of health concerns 

directly associated to the increased light and heat intensity that Australian summers are famous for.  

Heat Stress 

Ensure your horses have plenty of access to fresh, clean water and trees or shelter to seek shade under. If 

you are travelling with horses avoid the peak heat of the day and ensure that they are drinking at either 

end of their float trip by spiking their water with molasses or administering electrolyte solutions such as 

Re-Charge or Electro-paste. These products are also beneficial if your horse has sweated excessively during 

work. If your horse has to be stabled provide a fan to encourage air circulation. Young foals struggle to 

regulate their body temperature and are particularly susceptible to heat stress – pay special attention to 

foals on hot days.  

Squamous Cell Carcinoma  

In Clydesdales squamous cell carcinomas (SCCs) most commonly present on the eyeball or eyelids. SCCs are 

the result of sun irritation to sensitive/pale skin and can quickly progress to a locally invasive tumour.  

Excessive redness, rough eyelid margins and growths on the eyeball can all be potential SCCs. If you notice 

abnormal weeping from an eye or abnormal growths/inflammation it would be worth getting your vet to 

check it.  

The most recent case I saw began as 

mild inflammation of the margin of 

the third eyelid. These pictures were 

taken on the same day and gives an 

indication of how subtle changes 

seen in the picture on the left can be 

due to significant pathology deeper 

down (right picture).  

In cases such as these it is best to 

remove affected tissue as soon as 

possible to reduce the likelihood that 

local spread will occur. A large 

portion of eye SSCs require eye ablation (removal of the eye). Spread to local lymph nodes or deeper 

structures such as bone often warrants euthanasia.  

Although preventative measures aren’t foolproof they are worth giving a go – mesh flyveils that provide 

shade are ideal to cover eyes and zinc to cover pink/white skin over the nose and muzzle are easy practices 

to potentially reduce the risk of SCCs developing.  

  

The serious side to  
summer suné   
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It is great to see a positive start to the 2014 show year with many options available in coming weeks for 

competitors. Below are more details about shows coming up in the near future which would greatly 

appreciate your support. 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
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Warragul & East Gippsland Agricultural Show – Fri 

28th Feb & Sat 1st March 2014 

It’s no wonder this ag show typically attracts a 

reasonable Clydie crowd – an evening of working 

draught to kick off their show on Friday evening 

followed by led Clydie classes on the Saturday. 

Location: Logan Park, South Rd, Warragul, VIC 3920  

Schedule Link: 

http://www.warragulshow.org.au/#!entryforms/cee

5  

Rochester Show – Saturday 22nd Feb 2014 

For those not keen on a long drive south to the 

Werribee Equestrian centre, Rochy Show will cater 

for your Clydie competition needs in the north of 

Victoria. This show has supported Clydesdales for 

many years with the mainstay led classes and in 

2014 a return to light harness it’s sure to be a good 

day 

Location: Rochester Showgrounds,  

Website:  

http://www.vicagshows.com.au/rochester.html  

 

National Clydesdale & Heavy Horse 

Festival – 22nd and 23rd February 2014  

Celebrating its 7th year this event just 

seems to get bigger and better. All sorts of 

heavy breeds in led, driven and ridden 

classes over two days. Competitors’ dinner 

on the Saturday night will ensure a good 

social scene too.   

Location: Werribee Park Equestrian Centre, 

K Road, Werribee South VIC 3030 

Schedule link: 

http://clydesdalesvic.org.au/11.html  
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