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ON THE GRAPEVINE 
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In a previous newsletter, the incorrect phone number was given for the CCHS Secretary Rod Bowles. The 
contact number is actually 03 5442 8890 and the email address is fedsec@clydesdalehorse.com.au 
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It is with much pleasure that I present this Presidents Report. It is satisfying to see that our financial 
situation has strengthened in recent years due to some timely decisions made by the Federal Council. 
Membership numbers are remaining fairly stable with a rise in memberships in Western Australia. 
 
The year was thrown into turmoil, when in November  I was advised via a phone call from Jo Jeffries of 
the R.A.S.V. that they  no longer wished to remain as Secretary for the C.C.H.S., but they would 
continue the service until March 31st, to allow us time to find a replacement. I might add that this was 
after Louise Beer and myself had had a meeting with the RASV in August, where they informed us that 
they wished to continue the service! 
 
Publicity in the Weekly Times newspaper brought forward many requests from a variety of applicants in 
four states asking to be considered for the position. We invited tenders, and after due consideration, 
interviewed two of the applicants that were best suited to the job at a special executive meeting in 
January. The result of which I have much pleasure to inform that R.G. Bowles Pty Ltd from Bendigo, 
Victoria has been appointed the new Federal Secretary. I thank Dave Pitstock(Vice Pres), Steve 
Wesselink (Vice Pres.) and Louise Beer (Immediate Past President) for helping me through this 
important task. Both Dave and Steve flew into Melbourne for the day for the interviews. 
 
Stud Book No.34 was the first stud book that members have had to pay for, and this decision was made 
in preference to raising the membership fees. There were 400 printed and 327 of those were prepaid. 
 
It is with regret that we acknowledge the passing of Mr Pat Stevens, who was Federal President from 
1987-1991 and Mr Gordon Phillips, a Life Member and ran the Myrtle Park Stud. Both of whom were 
staunch Clydesdale supporters and will be sadly missed. 
 
Three new Life Memberships have been awarded in the past year and these men, namely Mr Graeme 
Trewin, Mr Murray Goodall and Mr Tom Forge have truly committed much time and support to the 
betterment of the Clydesdale horse. 
 
I would like to state my appreciation and high regard for Tina Rowlston as our Federal Registrar for the 
past 10 years. She has been very popular with our members and her steady and impartial way of 
handling matters was always well received. 
 
While it was a shock for the RASV to finally ‘pull the pin’ after nearly 90 years, I feel it has been for the 
better. The appointment of Rod Bowles I feel will be long and fruitful. Along with his Assistant, Denise 
Barnett , who has proven very popular and helpful, they have adapted to the job with much enthusiasm. 
So thank you Rod and Denise for all you have done in making the transition so successful. 
 
I wish to thank my Vice Presidents, Dave Pitstock and Steve Wesselink for their support as Federal 
Executives. I also would to take this opportunity to thank my family, Tara for her support, especially all 
her work re – process of appointing the new Secretary and my daughter Trudy for drawing up the 
contract of employment for Rod. Thanks also to Louise Beer whose help and support has been 
invaluable. 
 
With some areas of our great country experiencing better seasons conditions, it is hoped that looking 
after and showing our horses will become easier and less expensive. I urge all our Branches to continue 
to work together for the betterment of the Breed and to keep promoting our wonderful Clydesdales. 
 

Colin Cox 
Federal President 
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March 1st & 2nd 2008 
 

Werribee Park Equestrian Centre 
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